THE LAST OF THE JAGIELLOS
the very welter of bloodshed that was overwhelming her
neighbours to the west and south. He was personally
involved in the religious differences by his marriage with
Barbara Radziwill, and though he was himself a loyal
Catholic, there seemed no clear path out of his difficulties.
However, the strenuous foreign situation which his father
had had to face, and which had abated only by reason of
the first Sigismund's cool courage and skilful diplomacy,
was not present to harass him. He had time and oppor-
tunity to settle the religious differences of the country,
however difficult and delicate they were.
His policy seemed at first no policy at all. Until the
clergy consented to crown his queen, Sigismund
temporized. He took no active measure to force their
hands, and his mere inactivity finally overbore their
opposition. Five days after his wife had been crowned
by the Primate, the king issued a proclamation that he
would preserve the unity of the Church by strictly
enforcing the kws against heretics. Thus encouraged,
the Churchmen took matters into thek own hands and
at once summoned dissidents to appear before the
ecclesiastical courts. The effect of this step was probably
calculated by the politic king. It aroused die whole
body of the szlachta against die clerics. The Church
had grown to a position of great wealth and influence
in Poland, and enjoyed exceptional privileges. Its large
holdings of land were free of taxation, and the clergy
themselves, of course, were exempt from the other
public burden of military service. On the other hand, the
bishops sat in the Senate, and took an important part in
legislation. The view of the szlachta was that they
neglected their responsibilities in regard to national
education, as well as their even more important spiritual
duties. In this view they were so far justified that the
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